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CONSIDE ERATIONS 
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$2 | ECcording to your Deſire, 1 have in⸗ 
| bored mylelf of all that hath 
3 been wtote and ſaid on both Sides 
9 of that Diſpute, as it hath been 
Rn callcd, between our Northern and 

| outhern Colonies in Americs. 
Upon the whole, I am of Opinion, that it 
ought. not longer to be called a Diſpute between 
our Colonies. It is a Matter of the bi heſt Im- 
2 7 to this Kingdom. The of the 
Colony we have in America would not be 
ſo fatal to this Nation, as a Miſtake ny 9 
in an Affair of lo much Conſideration, as Chang- 
ing and Settling our Commerce in America. 


While 
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While our own Sugar Colonies produce more 
be Ae are conſumed by Britain and our 
other Dominions, the Price of that Comitiodity 
now, is. 3 0 — 8 

If our Iſlands produce but Juſt enough for our 


own Conſumption, and we are prohibited the 


Importation of Sugar from any other Place, our 
Iſlanders may make us pay whatever they pleaſe. 
But if they did not advance their Price, contrary 
to WHat all Mankind muſt expect, they would 
then become abſolutely unprofitable; as all Trades 
are, wherein we have not an immediate Balance, 
which we never had, or can have from them; 
or where we do not import for Exportation; or 
Wares of abſolute Neceſſity, ſuch as Ammuni- 
tion, and Naval Stores. 

Our Sugar Colonies are ſupplied with Slaves 
at leaſt forty per Cent cheaper than the French 
Sugar Colonies are, and have all manner of Ne- 
ee cheaper, namely, Cloathing, Proviſions 
of all Sorts, Plantation - Utenſils, ſuch as Cop- 
pers, Stills, Cattle, Lumber, and in fine, what- 
— is uſeful for them, cheaper than the French 

3 755 


Our Colonies, notwithſtanding theſe prodigi- 


ous Advantages, can, and do, fell their Sugars, 


and all other their Produce, from forty to ſixty 
er Cent. dearer than the French can fell theirs 

in the Veſt. Indies. 558 mY 

I fay, notwithſtanding all theſe Advantages, 

which our Iſlanders have proved that they have 

over and above the French, yet the Gentlemen 

of 


will be influenced by the French Su gars, as: ir. 
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1 
of Barbadoes have ſtrongly inſinuated, that the 
French have Advantages above them. 
The Bill now depending in Parliament, if it 
paſs into a Law, will make them Monopoliſts of 


All the Sugars, to be uſed and expended through- 


out all his Majeſty's wide and far extended Do- 
minions. 
I would not look for ſtronger or more cogent 
Reaſons againſt this Bill, than thoſe which have 
been made uſe of by ſorne Gentlemen in its Sup- 
n 
I have indeed heard it faid, © Thar formerly 
*'rhe Profit ariſing from Rum and Molaſſoes, 
« was about one third of the Value of the Pro- 
“ quce of our Iſlands.” If fo, as the Prices of 
Rum and Molaſſoes, ever fince the Treaty of U- 
trecht, have been much higher, nay, double the 
Value they ever were fold at in our Iſlands be- 
fore that Period, conſequently the Profits from 
thoſe Commodities are increaſed ſo much more. 
And with what Pretence to Truth or Modeſty 
can any one ſay, that they are injured on this 
Account? | | 
It hath been ſaid too, © That the French can 
« have no Mules, but by a contraband Trade, 
and at high Prices.” The French do not want 
'any Mules or Horſes, but upon Martinique and 
the Iflands lying near to it; and there is fo little 
Demand for Mules and Horſes at preſent there, 
that no one who carries a Cargo of either of thoſe 
Animals there, will ever receive his-own Money 
for them. But if there ſhould'again be a gene- 
ral Demand for Mules and Hortes among the 
| French, 
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French, they need never want either, in a fair open 
Trade with the Dutch. I never yet heard it ſo 
much as inſinuated, that the French wanted theſe 
two Neceſlaries on Hiſpaniola: On thecontrary, 
I can aſſure you, Sir, they are capable of ſupply- 
ing all their own Iſlands from thence with Hor- 
ſes, which J am ſure would nor coſt them (con- 
ſadering the Navigation would be in their 
own Veſſels) ſo much as that Article now 
doth; nor would cyen the Planter find that, he 

paid the Value of one Half-penny per 1 
more on his Sugars, when he dealt with his own 


Countreyman, chan when he dealt with an Eng- 


hiſhman. 

I have heard too a long Account of the French 
ſcizing and condemning a Ship and Su ars, be⸗ 
longing to Capt. Nanfan, who was tradi ng with 
the French. An Accident which, 1 chin „is a 
ſtronger Argument to prove the Adyantages 
which we have by this Trade, and the Damage 
which the French perceive is done to them by 
ſuch Trade , than any other Argument which 


could have been offered. 


Nay, Sir, ſome Perſons have endeavoured to 


ſhew that che French muſt have an Adyantage 


by that Trade, becauſe our People bribe their 


Governors, to permit a contraband Commerce; 


even the Man himſelf, I have been told, who 


gave 10co Livres for Permiſſion, thinks chat the 


French had an Advantage by ſuch Trade; and 
farther, that we, by leaving the French leſs Quan- 
tities of Sugar to carry to Europe, are great Encou- 
ragers of the French Iſlands, even tho' we encou- 


rage 


| 
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rage the French to clay their Sugars, which em- 
ploys leſs of their Shipping, and fewer Hands 
in France. | 
Another Gentleman would perſuade us, that 
tho'an Engliſhman could purchaſe Sugars for 12 s. 
6d. per Hundred among the French upon Hiſpa- 
niola, equal in Goodneſs to thoſe which would coſt 
25 5. in Famaica, yet that it is an Advantage to the 
French for an Engliſhman to carry any ſuch Su- 
gars to Europe, thought he can get full Cent. per 
Cent. by the French Sugars, when he could but 
- juſt ſave himſelf by the Engh/h Sugars. * 
Another Gentleman told me, That the Su- 
gar Iflands belonging to this Kingdom could 
take off all the Horſes and Lumber, which our 
| «Northern Colonies could produce; and that 
cour Sugar Colonies could ſupply the Northern 
Colonies with Molaſſoes and Rum enough, as was 
uſually done before this Trade was commenced.” 
Now, Sir, as J have with the utmoſt Dili- 
gence and Faithfulneſs enquired into all theſe 
Affairs, what I ſhall relate ro you on this Head, 
(beſides what I know myſelf) I have had from Per- 
ſons of Probity and Capacity, Men whom I know to 
be diſintereſted in the Controverſy; and the Truth 
is, That our Iſlands have been, ever ſince the Peace 
ol Utrecht, ſupplied with all Manner of Proviſions, 
+ Lumber, — Horſes, much cheaper from our 
1 Nortbern Colonies than they uſed to be; and in 
ſuch Quantities, that many lo/ing Voyages have been 
made, by carrying Lumber and Proviſions to our 
Illands. Our Northern Colonies, ever ſince the 
3 Dutch ſettled at Surinam, have traded there too, 
7 : | an d 
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| ($8) ; 
and have been ſupplied with more Molaſſves from 
thence before the Peace of Utrecht, and late- * 
ly too, than from all our own Iflands together; 
] yet, notwithſtanding ſuch Supplies, they have 
| taken off all the Rum and Molaſſoes, which our 
own Iſlands have produced ever ſince, at an ad- 
vanced Price too, a Price near double the Money 
which they uſed to purchaſe thoſe Commodities 
for: Nevertheleſs, al theſe Supplies, both from 
the Dutch and Britiſh Sugar Iſlands, have been 
ſo very far from being 2 — to anſwer their 
Demands, that they have purchaſed, in Rum and 
Molaſſoes from the French, full as much more 
as all our Iſlands produce; nay, theſe Northern 
Colonies could have uſed and vended more, if © 
they could have obtained ir. And fo far have our 
Hands been from taking off all the Horſes and 
Lumber, which the Northern Colonies can fur- © 
niſh, that they, the Sugar Colonies, have been, as F 
ſaid before, ſupplied cheaper than ever, and yer 
as large Quantities oyer and above have been ſens © 
to the foreign Iflands; and, if there was ten Times © 
the Demand, the Nortbern Colonies could con- 
veniently ſupply them all, | | ? 
l will ſhew you what the Sugar Iſlanders have in 
View. If they can obtain a Law to prohibit his 
Majeſty's Subjects from 1 Sugar, Rum, 
or Molaſſoes, the Growth or Produce of any fo- Þ 
reign Colony, into any of his Majeſty's Domini- 
ons, their whole Produce of Sugars would barely be 
ſufficient for our own Conſumption, (as I verily be- 
8 lieve;) therefore chey would make us pay juſt -haæ 
3 they pleaſe for chat Commadity; and then, if 
1 45 We 
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e would, yet in that Caſe, we cannot have it 
any where elfe; the poor People of our Northern 
Colonies would be under a greater and more in- 
ſupportable Hardfhip, as they could not then ob- 
a tain either Rum or Milaſſoes, but from theſe Sayth- 
1 ern Colonies at their own Price: And granting 
* inp Sugars only equal to our own Conſumption, 
4 's he dreadful Concluſions are ſelf-evident and cer- 
—_— | an BE Ooh VP 2 
u But I will ſuppoſe, what is very far beyond the 
n Truth, i they now can produce near one third 
| 4 4 more in Sugars than our preſent Conſumption. 
Even in that Caſe, if the reſt of our Iſlands, take 
-* Example by Barbadoes, and clay and rgfne their 
Sugars as much as the Barbadians have done for 
many Years paſt, chere cannot poſſibly come to 
1 Britain, near two thirds of the Quantity that now 
doth, and conſequently not enough for our own 
7 Conſumption; therefore it will appear obvious and 
© clear to a Demonſtration, that theſe Barbadians 
and the reſt of the Iſlanders, would inſtancly have 
T > ir in their Power to play with us as they pleaſed, 
K to the Deſtruction of half the Shipping employed 
between Great-Britain and themſelves: For if 
our Iflands go into that pernicious Cuſtom, with 
| Regard to Great-Britain, of Refining their Su- 
F Yars upon the Place, they evade the Intent of an 
Act of Parliament made in Favour of our own 
Manfacture, and render uſeleſs half the Shipping 
JJ r 
As you deſired I would be particular in giying 
you my Opinion concerning that Gentleman who 
ſays, That he makes about 1000 Gallons of Rum 
mY ; B annually 
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& annpally, and if he had Encouragement, he 
* could make 20,000 Gallons ; and that the New- 8 
* England 8 vn take only Money or Mo- 


* lafloes, which Molaſſoes they carry to Boſton, 
and there diſtil,” I doubt not at all the Truth * 
of this Fact, for he ſays too, he makes five hun- 
dred Hogſheads of Sugar annually. a 
Now, Sir, if this Bill ſhould paſs, he would 
have obtained the propet Encouragement he wants; 
for as all His Majeſty's Dominions will be prohi- 
bired from taking any of theſe Commodities from 
any other People, our Iflanders would diſtil all 


their Molaſſoes into Rum, and make our North» 4 


ern Colonies pay Juſt wliat they pleaſed for it. 
And as there is al the Realon imaginable to ap- 
prehend that they would, as I ſaid before, tefine their 
Sugars, which would alſo increaſe their Quantity 
of Molaſſoes, and conſequently of Rum; ſo that 
I ſhould not have wondered much if that Gen- 
tleman had ſaid, that he could have made a much 
larger Quantity of Rum, with the Encourage- 
ment he will have by this Bill, if ir ſhould pals 
into an Act. Bur you are to obſerve, that the 
more Rum he makes, the leſs Molaſſoes he muſt 
have leſt. Now of what Conſequence is it to this 
Kingdom, whether a St. Chriſtopher's Man or a 
New-England Man, diſtils the Molaſſoes into Rum, 
I will leave you to judge; but the Man who works 
cheapeſt, ought always to be preferred, in my 
Goon, © <2. W 
The Advantages which this Gentleman, and the 
reſt of our Iſlanders, would have bythis AQ; I think 
are evident; but are not the Diſadvantages to this 
e,, on 


on 


. 


Kingdom as obvious? If we are to loſe the Em- 
ployment of half our e in this Trade, it 
„ ill not be denied by any Perſon of Underſtand- 
ning in theſe Affairs, 65 we ſhall loſe, if not quite, 
very near half the Benefit and Advantage, which 
We now have by this Trade. Sir Foſab Child, 
4 "(whole Writings have been often tortured and 
3 Awreſted to ſerve mean Ends by ſelt. intereſted Per- 
- ſons) Page 168 puts this Queſtion, What is to be 
gone in England to improve the Trade thereof to 
uch a Degree as to equalize or over-ballance our 
Neighbours, in our National Profit by our Fo- 
reign Trade? And for Anſwer thereto he ſays, 
- # That if Trade be great, and much Engliſh 
r Shipping employed, it will be good for the Na- 
E tion in general, whatever it may be for private 
t ** Merchants.” And there gives general Rules for 
: 

f 

; 


* 


the Enlargement of Trade, which upon this Oc- 
eaſion I wiſh may be duly conſidered. The fame 
Gentleman, Page 195, ſays, That the Dutch will 
= reap the greateſt Advantage by all Colonies 
* iſſuing from any Kingdom in Europe, where- 
of the Trades are not to ſtrictly confinedto their 
#* own People.“ Are not we in Regard to the 
French, now what the Dutch were to others when 
The wrote? Have not we (over and above what is ſuf- 
cient for our own Trade in the Meſt. Indies) ſent 


o the French Iſlands, at leaſt one third Part of 
the whole Shipping, for the Produce of the French 
lands: Would it not be a real Damage to us 
Mould the Dutch or any other People ferve us ſo? 
And ſhould not we plainly perceive the Advantage 
Ind Gain they would thereby make? Whence * 
9 this 


(42 } 
this Compaſſion for the French? But I would ſtill 3 
hope that our Iflanders do not beg thus for the 


 Sakes of the French, tho in Effect they alone would i 


be the Gainers, and juſt ſo much would be got or 
Saved to them, as gives Employment to ſa many 
Ships and Seamen, with the long Catalogue of 
Tradeſmen and Artificers ſupported and main- 
tained by Means of ſo much Navigation, which 
in this Caſe muſt be deſtroyed. | 
Il will venture to ſay, Sir, that a greater Calamity 
never befel this Kingdom, than the Paſſing the Bill 
into a Law, as it now ſtands, with Regard to the 
Sugar Colonies, would bring upon us. It would be 
too late to attempt the Recovery of a Trade which 
others would be grown perfect in, and which they 
always had Reaſon to exclude us from. The People 
who will be employed will be Frenchmen, a Peo- 
ple who will be always ready to hazard their 
Lives in Defence of the French Iflands, and ca- 
pable of giving Terror to our own. 4 
It is not now made any manner of Doubt, whe - 
ther the French can be ſupplied with Lumber with- 
out us; for when their chief, their arch Evidence 
for the Bill, was ask d, whether the French could 
not be ſupplied with Lumber from Hiſpaniola, he 
anſwered, & they need not go ſo far, they can have 
it much nearer,” alluding, no doubt, to the Iſlands 
Dominico, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent, which ex- 
actly agrees with what is ſaid in the 16th Page 
of a Pamphlet entitled, Remarks upon the preſent = 
State of tbe Sugar Colonies cenfidered ; and his © 
farther Account of two French Ships laden with 


| o 
Lumber, &c. (cho awed by Hand, as he faid) be. 
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ling caſt away or wreeked on Cub, confirms (uf. 


the Bficiently all that the Author of thoſe Remarks lays 


<7 
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TY 
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in Page 11: And when we conſider that this 


t or very dangerous Part of the Paſſage, (as it hath been 


any called by ſome Perſons, whooug 
better) is but Part of the very Tract of the Gal- 
leons from Vera Cruz to the Havana; how 
trifling, how ſtupid muſt they 


of * 


hs * 
= : 4 - . 
- wh , p * F . a 
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t to have known 


appear, who talk 
of ſuch a Voyageas from the Bay of Apalachy to 
Martinique, ot even to any Part of the Globe to 


be impracticable? How grofly ignorant are they 


who talk of Currents againſt Shipping, in that 
Paſſage, from Apalachy to Martinique, where the 


.Contrary will be true as long as Trade-Winds 
blow? And to what Contempt hath he expoſed 


himſelf, who hath publiſhed his Fear of the Scar- 


.ciry of Timber in the Northern Colonies, where 
there is ten Times the Quantity burnt and N 
ed 


every Year by clearing freſn Ground that is uſed; 
and of the Neceſſity of Snows to get down Tim- 
ber, Sc. to the Sides of Rivers? He ſurely never 
heard of ſuch Cities as Mexico, where I can aſ- 
ſure him that more Lumber hath been carried wich- 
out Snow, than all the French Iſlands will ever want; 
neither can ſuch a Writer be ſuppoſed ever to 
have heard that many Ships, equal in Bigneſs to 
our 60 Gun Ships, have been built in the Lati- 
rude of 11 Degrees, where the Natives know no 
more of Snow, than this Perſon doth of what he 
hath taken upon him to write about. Would 
any Writer of Candour or Ingenuity have declared 
that Virginia and Maryland are no way affected 
by this Bill? Would any Man of * and 

5 | naWs 
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Knowledge declare that Penſiluania and York 4 | 
have but little Trade to the foreign Colonies? Who 


but this Author would inſinuate that North and 


 South-Carolina, Neu-Hampſbire, and Neu- Ter- 1 
ſey were not affected by the Bill? And who, but a 
Perſon of this Author's Abilities and Parts, would 


venture to affirm, that the leaſt Sugar Iſland we 
have is of ten Times more Conſequence to Great- 
Britain than all Rhode-1ſland and New-England 
put together? Vide Page the 7th of the Importance 
of the Sugar Colonmtes, &c. where it will not be 
caly to diſtinguiſh whether his Abſurdity, Malice, 
Slander, or Falſity is moſt predominant. 

The Truth and Fact is, as appears by the Cu/tom- 
Houſe Books in the Year 1726, that there was ex- 
ported to New-England only, in Britiſh Manufac- 
tures to the Value of 12 1.857 J. 195. beſide cer- 
tiſicate Goods; to Barbadoes, all the Leeward 
Lands, and Jamaica (which generally takes twice 
as much for the Spaniſh Trade, Fe. as Barbadoes 


and the Leeward Iſlands pur together) I (ay, it ap- 


pears that all the Britiſb Manufactures exported 
to all thoſe Iſlands put together, amounted that 
Year to no more than the Sum of 234,785. 175. 


This Writer ſeems not to know that thoſe are 


always the moſt beneficial Trades, where the Im- 
orts are leſs than Exports; but I am in Danger of 
1 as ſtupid as this Writer, if I follow him. 


Much Streſs ſeems to be laid by the Advocates 


for the Bill, upon what Sir Jo/iab Child hath ſaid, 
and he is ſametimes extolled as a Prophet by theſe 
| Advocates, who ſeem not either to have read or 
underſtogd him, Page 198 he ſays, that neither the 

* | French 
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f 4 rench, Spamards, orPortugueſe, are much to be 
eared on Account of Planting. I would ask one 


4 of theſe Advocates, how much doth he a pp like 


A Prophet here? And when he concludes his Chap- 
7 | der on Plantations Page 216, he ſays, © to do rig be 
? © to that moſt induſtrious Engliſh Colony (mean- 
ing New-England) | muſt confeſs that tho' we 
e loſe by their unlimited Trade with our foreign 
Plantations, yet we are great Gainers by their 
direct Trade to and from Old- England. Our 
yearly Exportion of Malt and — Goods 
from hence thither, amounting, in my Opinion, 
to ten Times the Value of what is imported from 
. thence; which Calculation I do not make. at 
* Random, but upon mature Conſideration, and 
oh peradventure upon as much Experience in this 
4 yery Trade, as any other Perſon will pretend to; 
- and therefore, when ever a Reformation of our 
*C Corteſpondency in Trade with that People ſhall 
Þþ be thought on, it will, in my poor Judgment, re- 

< quire great Tenderneſs and. vey ſerious Cir- 
| cumſpettion?” 

Jou perceive, Sir, by this Time, how very dif- 
YG forendly theſe Advocates for our Sugar Colonies, 
would perſuade us they think from this great Man, 
| and how ingenuouſly they have quoted him. He 
5 I Nax, England loſes by the unlimited Trade of our 
1 Colonies with our foreign Plantations, 
by which he. undoubtedly means the Sugar Co- 
| lonies. And theſe Sugar Iſlanders would perſuade 
us, that England loſes, if the Northern Colonies 
are not ablolutely confined to Trade with them. 
"oy. who, in this Caſe, is moſt to be regarded; 
that 


[5 
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theſe candid Barbadoes Gentlemen, or Sir ohh © 
Child? Another Gentleman, who ſeems not be- 
hind any one in his Acquainrance with Trade and: 
our Plantations ¶ Lide bis Diſcourſes on the publick 
Revenues and Trade, Part II. Page 227) fays, ® 
« As the Caſe now ſtands, it ſeems reaſonable to 
think, that the Northern Colonies are a Help 
to the Southward Plantations, as their Frugalit / 
© and Temperance of living, is a Counterpoiſe to 
che Exceſs and Luxury with which a rich Soil, 7 
< ealy Acquiſition of Wealth, and a warm Climate 
" bus infected the Southern Inhabitants.” Page 
230, he lays, © We hope tis ſafficiently proved 
that the Plantations are advantageous to Eng- 
and, and that the Southward and Northward 

« Colonies have ſuch a Dependance on each other, 
that all Circumſtances conſidered, they ate al. >, 
e moſt : y important.” And farther, Page % 
231; he lays, © 'tis apparent that many Times 
theſe Southern Colonies muſt have periſhed for 
© want, if they had not been en by the 
Northern tory, FE: 
I know nd Way to ſtrengthen our Sugar Co- i 
lonies, but by reducing the Number of Slaves ro 

a proportionate Degree of white Men, or to oblige 
the top Planters to maintain at leaſt one white Man 
for every five Slaves; this alone would ſend many 
Thouſands to Barbadoes at once, and add to the 
Strength and Safety of the Iſland. And as a 
Spur to their Induſtry, I would have Leave giv- 
en to import French Sugars into all his: Majeſ- 
ty's Dominions, only liable to the n Due | 
en of our own Ilands. a: 

They | 1 4 
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ah 3 Theyhaveſomany Advantages over the French, 
de- and are grown fo exceſſively rich, in Compari- 
nd Fon of all the poor Northern Colonics, that I can 
ck look upon the Proceedings of theſe Barbadber 


Be to be uſed throughout the Br:?z/þ Dominions. 

ed lt hath been very ſolemnly aſked, Why the 
French ſuffer our People to trade to their Iflands, 
d if ir is not for their Benefit and Advantage? To 
T, which I can readily anſwer, The French do not 
l- > permit us to trade with any of their Colonies in 
e America, but have expreſly prohibited all man- 


ner of Trade with all Ships of other Nations for 
the Produce of any of their Iflands or Colonies 
there. The Trade we carry on there, is as ex- 
preſly againſt the Edicts of France, as a French. 
man's Trading in like Manner to our Iſlands and 
Colonies, would be againſt an Engliſb Act of Par- 
liament. During the late War between England 
and France, the French Governours, by their 
Inſtructions, had Liberty given them to admit of 
the Importation of Proviſions and Neceſſaties, for 
the Supply of the Iſlands; yet, notwithſtanding 
that Permiſſion, they would very often have been 
in Danger of ſtarving, if they had not been ſup- 
plied from our Iſlands. This the French were 
very ſenſible of, and therefore it is ane 
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( 18 ) 
that Part of the Inſtructions to their Goverriours 
may remain the fame. And as their Governours 
are now ſo conſtantly paid by our People for Leave 
to trade there, it ſeems to me no more a Wondet 
that the French Governours tolerate this Trade, 
than that an Engliſh Governour of any of our I- 
ſlands ſhould ſtand in Need of an Act of Grace 
to ſave the Execution of a juſt Sentence upon him 
for his notorious Bribery, Extortion, and moſt 
deteſted Corruption. I think it is Sir William 
Temple ſays, He who judges of what a Prince 
« or Nation will do, from what he apprebends to 
«.be for their Intereſt or Advantage, will gene- 
« rally be miſtaken. I wiſh with all my Heart, 
that in Matters of Trade at leaſt, we might not 
confirm his Obſervation. If the Danes and Swedes 
had acted for their Intereſt, they would not have 
forced us upon producing Pitch, Tar, Turpen- 
tine, &c. in our own Plantations, to their real 
Loſs of 1co,co0 J. Sterling per Annum. If Spain 
had acted for their own Intereſt, we ſhould have 
had no Ruprure with them. If England was u- 
niform, perhaps we ſhould not import ſuch vaſt 
Quantities of Brandy from Dunkirk, nor give the 
Dutch from twenty to thirty per Cent to ex- 
change their Manufactures with us for thoſe of 
equal Goodneſs, though manufactured in India. 
But this I belicve will be granted me, that it is 
not ſo caſy to account for People's doing wrong, 
as to ſhew whar is their Advantage and Intereſt. 
People of thallow Parts are moſt liable to aſk 
thele Queſtions; ſuch as cannot diſtinguiſh, eſti- 
mate only according to Appearance, and as they 
| never 
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never did or can make any Uſe of their Under- 
ſtanding, they are perſuaded that whatever others 
do, is with a View and Deſign for their own Inte- 
reſt, though it oftens happens one hath no more 
Senſe or Deſign than the other. 

Now, Sir, I leave it to your Conſideration, 
Whether we are to fax ourſelves for the Support 
and Grandeur of our Sugar Iſlanders? Whether 
they have Merit enough to enticle them to be in- 
dulged in an Affair of ſo much Importance to us, 
as the Employment of half the Ships in that 
Trade between Great-Britain and them 2 Whe- 
ther we ought ar once to give up all the Trade 
to the French and Dutch? for it would never 
be the Intereſt of the Iſlanders that we ſhould (ell 
as cheap as they do. And whether for their Sakes 
only, we ought to deprive many Thouſands of 
Seamen and Fiſhermen in North America, of the 
Means of getting their Bread, when all we ſhould 
get by it would be rendering theſe very Iflands 
of leſs Advantage than they now are? The Author 
of rhe Letter in the Wh:te-hall Evening 4 
April the roth, hath ſhewn the only proper Way 
to make them more advantageous to us, other- 
ways they are none; that Letter I would recom- 
mend to you as worthy of your Peruſal and Con- 
ſideration. As a Specimen of the Realonings for 
the Bill, look into a Pamphlet entitled, The Im- 
portance of the Sugar Colontes, &c. p. 5. where 
he ſays, That the Freight from the Sugars 
brought hicher, amounts to 170,000 J. a Year; 
* and the Duty, Commiſſions, Sc. to little lefs 
*. than 200,000 l. more, which upon the whole, 
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* 75 a good 1,200,000. a Year Profit and Ad. 
« vantage to Great-Britain” Who would have 
thought that 370,000 /. was a good Million 200 
Thouſand, but ſuch a one as this Writer , who 
is alike uniform and conſiſtent throughout? 

"This Author purs me in Mind of a Gentleman, 
who affirmed in publick Company the other Day, 
that © Sugars are fallen in Price ſeven or eight 
« Shillings per Cent. within theſe two Years paſt, 
« by ox of the great Importation of French Su- 
gars into Europe; and the Way he propolcs to 
prevent this, is by obliging the French to import 
more; namely, by hindring our ow People to im- 
port any Part of theirs. He ſays too, © The French 
gain 2.51. per Cent. on their Molaſſoes clear, which 
e is a great Diſadvantage to the Engliſh Sugar Co- 
© lonies, the Produce whereof uſed to be worth to 
Great Britain about 1,500,000 l. per Ann. 
Would any one imagine, that one of theſe Gentle- 
men had taught the other his Art of Reaſoning 
and Counting? For I will defy any one to prove, 
that the whole Produce of our Sugar Iſlands in any 
one Year, even when Sugars were worth eight 
Shillings per Cent. more than they are now, was 
ever worth the groſs Sum of 1,500,000 /. Sterling; 
or, that ever Great Britain, could poſſibly gain 
above one third of that Sum by all our Sugar Co- 
lonies, conſidered as they ought to be; unleſs we take 
into this Account the Trade carried on by Jamaica 
among the Spaniards: If either of theſe Gentlemen 
will fairly ſhew this, I will never write more about 
Trade. 

When ] firſt was acquainted in Barb adoes, Su- 
ä gar 


( 21 ) 
gars were worth but ten Shillings per Hundred in 
our Iſlands, but then there was found amongſt the 
Inhabitants of Barbadoes, where I reſided, Industry, 
Frugality, Sobriety, and Temperance; then thoſe 
People in general thrived, and many fair Eſtates 
were purchaſed by them in O/d-England, where 
ſome of them ſettled, and ended their Days in their 
native Country. I have often told you, that Sir 
G r could ſatisfy you as well as any one. He re- 
members thoſe Days, when our Iſlanders were as 
famous for their Oeconomy as the Frenchare now; 
he knows alſo that very few were ſo extravagant as 
to leave their Plantations to the Management of 
Overſeers, to ſquander their Eſtates here in Eng- 
land, and entail Beggary and Miſery on their Child- 
ren, whom they educated in ſome Reſpects like Gen- 
tlemen. We have often heard him with the Dignity 
and Integrity of a Britiſb Patriot, and not as the 
Father of a City only, lament the wretched Con- 
dition of Spend-thritts. How empharically hath 
he deſcribed the calamitous State of a Colony or 
Community of riotous, prodigal and expenſive 
People? Hath he not oftenſhewn, beyond all Con- 
tradiction, that ſuch arc molt liable to Corruption, 
ſuch are always the moſt clamourous, and that, 
ſuch generally are the People who pretend ro moſt 
Merit? Look round the World, you will find the 
greateſt Squanderers, the molt abje& and moſt 
1 Did you ever (ee, ſays he, 
“A Child which has been much indulged, or a 
« beautiful Woman who had been flattered, but 
* thought they had a Right to all they had a 
Mind to.“ I will make no Application. 
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The Britiſh Nation will ſoon perceive, if we 
comply with theſe People, that the French will 
zncreaſe in dipping, juſt in Proportion to our 
Decreaſe; the French will have ten Ships to one 
of ours, as the Dutch had formerly. Ar preſent 
we have in thoſe Parts above three Ships to one 
of any other Nation, and to deſtroy the Employ- 
ment of 300 Sail of Engliſh Shipping, is to de- 
ſtroy 3000 Benefactors ro our Country, 3000 
Men who venture their Lives to make us a weal- 
thy and powerful People, a great and flouriſhing 
Nation. As Iam an Engliſbman, the Thought 
ſtrikes me with Horror; and when I look to- 
wards America, methinks I (ſee the French under 
the Neceſſity of improving their Northern Co- 
lonies there, where they have all Sorts of Mate- 
rials for building of Ships, as well in M:;ipz and 
the great Bay of Apalachy, as in the valt Gulph 
and River of Sf. Lawrence. Methinks I ſee 300 
Sail of Veſſels, cither left to ror, or fold to our 
Rivals; and at leaſt ten Times that Number of 
Men left to ſtarve, or go into the Service of the 
French, or turn Pirates. Methinks I ſee man 
thouſands of Fiſhermen under the Neceſſity of 
obtaining French Rum, French Brandy, and 
other Neceſlaries, becauſe they can have them 
cheapeſt from Cape Breton. Methinks I fee many 
of the induſtrious French encouraging our Fiſher- 
men and Sailors, the belt in the World, to reſide 
and live among them. Merhinks I ſee our beſt and 
moſt profitable Northern Colonies, ruined by 
the French, who mult increaſe and flouriſh in 
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Proportion to any Reſtraints we lay upon out 
Trade. 
Iwill be bold to ſay it, Sir, no Meaſures that 
the French themſelves could take, would ſo effec- 
rually render their Northern Colonies uſeful to 
themſelves, and terrible to us. Are we going to 
make a Navigation Act for the Benefit of the 
French? Where then is that brave and jealous 
Spirit, which appeared in ſo many worthy Gen- 
tlemen ſome few Months ago? Where that watch- 
ful Care for Britain, that active Zeal againſt the 
French, which they ſhewed in ſo lively a Manner, 
leſt the Growth of their Power ſhould endanger 
our Intereſts, or their Attempts to extend their 
Commerce, encroach upon our Rights? Where 
are the glotious Patriots who ſtruggled ſo much 
for the Demolition of Dunkirk? Why do they 
not riſe to ſave the Northern Colonies, and the 
Trade of Britain? Where are thoſe free Spirits 
who made ſuch a noble Stand againſt 750 Jriſb 
Recruits ? Can ſuch as they be unmoved, when 
we thus ſurrender to the French zoco Seamen, 
300 Sail of Ships, and a real yearly Profit of one 
hundred thouſand Pounds Sterling? Had the Ad- 
miniſtration intereſted themſelves in this Bill, loud 
would have been the Clamour, and warm the 
Oppoſition. And ſhall we thus meanly ſubmit 
to flatter and gratify a few intereſted Barbadoes 
Men? I hope, Sir, that Party Spirit and perſonal 
Reſentment, is not the only Source of Patriotiſm. 
God forbid that theſe Paſſions ſhould be the on- 
ly Motives to Oppolition, where we are likely to 
ſuffer by the French; or that no Oppoſition to 
French 
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ws Encreachments ſhould be made, when 
Motives of that ſordid Nature are wanting. 
us ſhew a fincere and impartial Care for the 
Good of our Country, and then this Bill-cannog | 
pals into a Law. 


